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Governor-Elect Wanted
By Sandi Schmidt, Governor-Elect

Now is the time of year when each of us should be thinking about what we can do to make the lives of
kids in lllinois better. To support that very important goal, each of us should be considering how we can
help make the lllinois Optimist organization stronger and better.

There’s an opportunity open that is critical to the ongoing success of Optimism in lllinois. We’re looking
for an enthusiastic Optimist member (or members) to run for the position of Governor-Elect at our
upcoming District Convention. The person elected to fill this role would begin planning to become the
Governor for the 2019-20 Optimist year.

If you want to learn more about this position or you know of someone who might be a good candidate,
please let me know. I'd be happy to talk with anyone who's interested and arrange for that person to
talk to one or more of our past governors to get a good feel for what the job entails. Just give me a call
at 309-236-1342 or send me an email at schmidtsandi@gmail.com.

I’'m excited to have the chance to serve our District, and | hope you are too!

Looking Ahead - Optimist Conferences for 2018-19
By Sandi Schmidt, Governor-Elect

We're planning now for an exciting year in the lllinois District in 2018-19! Optimist International will be
100 years old, and there will definitely be some celebrating to recognize that milestone. We’ll also have
some great training and plenty of time to share ideas and fun with your fellow Optimists. More details
will be provided as we get closer to these meetings.

Mark your calendars now for the 2018-19 lllinois Optimist Conferences and Convention:

1%t quarter Conference — October 5-6, 2018
2" quarter Conference — January 25-26, 2019
34 quarter Conference — April 12-13, 2019
District Convention — August 2-4, 2019

All four of these meetings will be held at the Radisson Hotel Normal, in Normal, Illlinois. | can’t wait to
see you all there!
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