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By providing hope and positive vision, Optimists bring out
the best in youth, our communities and ourselves.
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A half-century of community service

Dr. Harold Hutchinson, charter Optimist Club member, reflects on an Optimistic life

BY DAVE COOK
deookiibomews.com

RINCETON — As the

Princeton Optimist Club

commemorates its 50th
anniversary, the club’s last
remaining charter member
has plenty reasons to celebrate
and be proud of the group's
many b

Hutchinson had difficulty in
choosing a favorite memory
from the past 50

“It'd probably be 1980, which
was the year I was president.
Everyom was fired up and

ic, and we pl

ed a lot of projects during that
time, including helpmg Mendo-
ta bagm their club,” he said.

Harold Hutchinson and his
wife, Jeanne, moved to Prince-
l.nnmlﬁﬁ and!hePnnceton

imist Club was organized on
Ncw7l967ml.hmehelpdthe
Kewanee Optimists. The club
was initially comprised of 36
members, led by Bob Clem, who
was elected their first presi

was also proud

of huw the Princeton club had
grown to include 100 members by
the end of his year as president.

As with most fraternal

organizations, the Optimists
have struggled recently with
recruiting new members. Their
membenlup now numbers 19,

“Princeton was such a pris-
tine city back then, it's been a
wonderful town to spend my life
in,” Hutchinson said.

imist International was
founded in 1919 and has since
grown to approximately 4,000
clubs with more than 100,000
members in the U.S., Canada
and Mexico.

“The goal of the Optimists
are to support our youth and to
make our communities a better
a place,” Hutchinson said.

According to Optimist Inter-
munml. the purpose of the

and F said most of the
members are seniors.

“Every club is having the
same problem. We want to be
active and to have more activi-
ties centered around children,
but we need new and younger
members who want to help us
better their hometown,"” he
said.

Hutchinson added that you
don’t have to look far to find
something that needs to be done
in the community.

“It's going to take a concerted
effort to turn the club’s mem-
bemhlp levels around, but I'm

isto p opti

lmsm as a philosophy of llfe
to promote an interest in good
government, civic affairs and a
respect for law; promote patrio-
tism; friendship among
all people; and encourage youths
in the belief that giving oneself
in service to others will advance
the well-being of themselves,
their community and the world.

After reading the lengthy
list of community projects and
donations the Optimists have
been a part of, it's no wonder

dent it can be done. I'd love
mssehncelnnsparklefm'ﬂle
next generation the way it did
for us,” he said.
Hutchinson’s lifetime of com-
munity service has taught him

tions seeking a way to give back
to their hometown.

“Fellowship and friendship
are important, but let’s also use
that to accomplish something
important for our community,”
Hutchinson said.

BCR photo/Dave Cook

Harold Hutchinson, shown with his wife, Jeanne, is the last remaining charter member of the Princeton Optimist Club,
which was organized on Nov. 7, 1967, with the help of the Kew anee Optimists. The club started with 35 members, led by
Bob Clem, who was elected their first president.

Early Optimist Club project - Little League diamond and lights

Submitted photo
One of the earfiest and biggest projects was the building of the Little League diamond and lights at Zearing Park. Pictured are Ray
Vetter, Dr. Harold Hutchinson, and Frank Brutcher, who are present Optimists that worked on the project many years ago.

Optimist International - A brief history

Optimist International was founded in 1919 in
Louisville, Kentucky, the site of the First Annual
Convention. The oldest club at this meeting was the
Club from Buffalo, New York, being organized in
1911. From these small beginnings Optimist Inter-
national has grown to comprise about 4,000 clubs
with a total membership of over 100,000 members in
the United States, Canada, and Mexico.

The Pri Optimist Club was organized Nov.
7, 1967, as a result of the efforts of several civic-mind-
ed citizens together with the help of the Kewanee
Optimist Club. Our club consisted of 35 charter
members led by President, Bob Clem.

The primary focus of our club and of Optimist
International is to promote the youth of the commu-
nity.

The Princeton Optimist Club raises money for
their activities by selling sweet corn in the summer
and Texas fruit in the fall.

Purpose of Optimist International

To develop Optimism as a philosophy of life, to
promote an active interest in good government
and civic affairs, to inspire respect for law, to
promote patriotism and work for international
accord and friendship among all people; to aid and

ge the de P of youth in the belief

that the giving of oneself in service to others will
advance the well-being of man, his community,
and the world.

On the cover

Welcome to Princeton

Several years ago, the Optimist Club of Princeton built Wel-
come to Princeton signs that held the signs showing all the
civic organizations in Princeton. Pictured at the sign are Julie
Wayland and Jackie Davis, co-presidents of the Optimist Club
of Princeton.
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Optimist Easter Egg Hunt

BCR file photo
The Optimist Easter Egg Hunt is an annual event held on the grounds of Soldiers and Sailors Park and the Courthouse lawn on the
Saturday before Easter. This event was one of the first events sponsored by the club. For years children from around the area have

enjoyed hunting for Easter Eggs. Since the event is for children ages 0-12, this is sometimes the child’s first experience hunting Easter

Eggs. This event, which includes over 4,000 eggs, takes time to prepare but only about 5 minutes to execute.

The Optimist creed

Promise Yourself —

To be so strong that
nothing can disturb
your peace of mind.

To talk health, hap-
piness and prosperity
t0 every person you
meet.

To make all your
friends feel that there
is something in them.

To look at the
sunny side of every-
thing and make your

optimism come true. To wear a cheerful  permit the presence

To think only of the
best, to work only
for the best, and to
expect only the best.

To be just as enthu-
siastic about the suc-
cess of others as you
are about your own.

To forget the mis-
takes of the past and
press on to the great-
er achievements of
the future.

countenance at all
times and give every
living creature you
meet a smile.

To give so much
time to the improve-
ment of yourself that
you have no time to
criticize others.

To be too large for
WOITY, too noble for
anger, too strong for
fear, and too happy to

Princeton
Optimist Club
annual projects

Boy Scout Troop #1063
Easter Egg Hunt

Halloween Parade

Logan Jr. High Science Award
PHS Service Learning Award
Highway Clean-up

Pumpkin Races

Projects and
donations over
the years

BC Soil and Water Conservation Ed.

ogram
Homestead Festival
Festival 56
Prairie Arts Council
Special Olympics
Princeton Jaycees Fireworks
Princeton Chamber of Commerce
Lions Club Christmas Parade
Princeton Public Library
Optimist International Foundation
PHS Student Leadership Seminar
Princeton Elementary Schools
Princeton High School
Youth Football
Youth Baseball and Softball
Traveling Baseball Teams
Princeton Youth Soccer League
Scoreboard at Vetter Field
Princeton Community Band

Welcome Signs to Princeton

Princeton Park District

Log Cabin Restoration

Picnic Shelter at Zearing

Grill and Cover at City/County Park

Swimming Pool

Baseball and Softball Clinics

Baseball Diamond and Backstop

Baseball Dugouts

Baseball Lighting

Volleyball Sand Courts

Plus others totaling nearly $250,000
spent for our community plus uncounted
volunteer hours.



Communication Contest for the
@ Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH)

Topic: “Where are My Roots of
COMMUNICATION Optimism?”

April 28, 2018
Purpose:

To offer young people who are deaf or hard of hearing the opportunity to
present their thoughts in a public forum. This experience helps students
develop the skills and confidence to present in sign or orally to a large
audience.

LN B4 IVAP L AAND LT [LakSal

Eligibility:
] Young people through grade 12

IH 4-5 minute presentation

[ Students may use sign language, an oral presentation or a combination of
both to compete. Both styles are judged using the same criteria.

I Students must have an uncorrected hearing loss of 40 decibels or more in
order to be eligible to participate.

& Participants must submit an audiogram or a Cochlear Implant
Programming Report done within 24 months of the date of the contest from
a qualified audiologist

Prize: The program also provides a valuable opportunity to compete for up to
2,500 in college scholarships

To Enter: Go to www.oswegooptimists.com/event/ccdhh/

for complete details, rules and registration

Location: The Chateau Hotel
1621 Jumer Dr, Bloomington, IL 61704



RED TAIL MISSION STATEMENT

WHEN YOU ARE DRIVING PAST CORN FIELDS IN
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS IT IS USUALLY RARE FOR
A SMILE TO START CREEPING ACROSS YOUR
FACE. BUT EVERY YEAR AROUND THE MIDDLE
OF JUNE, PEOPLE HAVE SMILED. MAYBE THEY
SMILE BECAUSE THEY KNEW THAT THEY WOULD
ABOUT TO BE PUT INTO A ELITE TOURNAMENT
ATMOSPHERE. MAYBE THEY SMILE BECAUSE
THEY KNEW THAT THE ILLINOIS OPTIMIST STAFF
WOULD TREAT THEM LIKE ROYALTY OVER THE
NEXT FEW DAYS. MAYBE THEY SMILE BECAUSE
REDTAIL IS A FANTASTIC GOLF COURSE. OR
MAYBE THEY SMILE BECAUSE OF THE HISTORY
THEY HAVE HAD AT THIS EVENT. REGARDLESS
OF WHY PEOPLE SMILE THEY KNOW IT DOESN'T
MATTER. THE ATMOSPHERE THAT THEY ARE
ABOUT TO ENTER IS UNEQATABLE TOANY OTHER
EVENT THAT THEY WILL PLAY ALL SUMMER.
DECATUR, ILLINOIS ISN'T GENERALLY KNOWN
TO DRAW A LOT OF GOLFERS TO THE AREA
AND TO BE QUITE HONEST IT DOESN'T. IT IS
THE OPTIMIST TOURNAMENT BECAUSE OF THE
ATMOSPHERE IT CREATES THAT ATTRACTS
GOLFERS FROM MANY NEIGHBORING STATES
TO COME AND TRY TO COMPETE AGAINST
THE BEST TALENTS AROUND. SIMPLY PUT,
NOBODY'S YET TO PLAY ABETTER TOURNAMENT
THAN THE OPTIMIST QUALIFIER AT RED TAIL
RUN GOLF COURSE IN DECATUR ILLINOIS.

WES DIXON, LAKE FOREST, IL
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